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President’s Message: 

Lake Moraine Friends, we are being rewarded for the long, long, long winter by a beautiful summer so 
far!  I hope you are enjoying the clear, warm days and making new memories of lake life with friends and 
family.                      

We are once again enjoying a high level of clarity in the water all summer and have thus far avoided the 
dreaded toxic blue green algae appearing in many upstate NY lakes.  We treated for algae just prior to the 
big 4th of July week.   We have the permit in place to treat for algae again in late summer, early autumn if 
necessary.  The algae we have seen thus far has not been the blue green toxic variety, however to be safe 
never swim in or let pets drink or swim in algae blooms.  The toxic variety can have very unpleasant 
effects.  The native species of plant life continue to thrive, especially pond weed.  This usually dies off 
around the 4th of July, but given the lateness of spring it got a slow start, and is being stubborn about 
leaving us.  It appears this weed is finally letting go of its grip.  We are seeing invasive Eurasian Milfoil 
returning to the lower basin.  We have a team of volunteers hand harvesting some, but it spreads quickly.  
The board will continue to closely monitor plant life. 

The July festivities have been great fun, but a few always put a dent in the fun of the majority.  The boat 
parade was impacted by two incidents (that I know of).  One incident involved the black wake boat as it 
passed the parade off of Sunny Point and swamped some boats.  One pontoon boat motor was killed by 
the huge wake, leaving that boat dead off of the point and unable to continue in the parade.  It was 
eventually towed home.  A 25 foot pontoon boat was swamped, with a third of it awash.  This thoroughly 
frightened the group, including a bunch of kids.  We again remind you all that you are responsible for any 
damage your wake may cause.  We were fortunate that there weren’t any injuries or permanently damage 
to the boats.  The second incident involved a boat pulling a tube that went within 15 feet of the boats 
assembling at the dam.  This boat driver insisted on pulling a tube between the boats and the dam.  When 
challenged, the driver was heard to say he had the right of way.  This was reportedly a white boat visiting 
a camp near the dam on the east side.  This driver was reckless and wrong about boating rules.  We have 
seen the fallout of irresponsible driving on Otter Lake, where unfortunately a child was killed when the 
driver swerved to avoid an anchored pontoon boat and the tuber hit the boat.  These accidents give me 
nightmares, and I do not want to see such a horrible accident here!  If you know who was responsible for 
these infractions, please let them know of the rules.  I have attached the local boating laws for your 



review.  The majority of lake boaters are considerate and safe.  It was really too bad our one hour a year 
of boat parade had to be affected by two selfish boaters.  I have included an item on boating safety 
courses that are required for young drivers and ALL PWC (Personal Water Craft, or wave runner/jetski) 
operators, regardless of age. 

Our social committee has been hard at work ensuring great events so far.  Thanks to Diane Finch and her 
band of volunteers we had a very successful picnic!  The food was great, and attendees contributed just 
the right amounts of appetizers, sides and desserts.  Michael Latreille was very generous with the food, 
beautiful facility and the staff which is outstanding!  We had a great turnout with 94 adults and 8 children.  
Thanks to Diane and her crew we had 29 door prizes!!  The band concert was a huge success as well, and 
everyone loves the socials at the White Eagle!  The Ladies of the Lake have been busy with projects and 
enjoyable conversations. Sadly the summer is waning and we will have to look forward to next year for 
another round of fun social times on the lake.  Labor Day is almost upon us, and many will depart for 
busy lives revolving around school, work or escape from our long winter.  Another summer full of 
memories and pictures to remind us of how lucky we are to get to live at least for part of a year on this 
beautiful lake!   

Until we meet again, 

Ann 

Our most recent Board of Directors meeting was on August 16. 

Items of interest: 

LAKE LEVELS 

The board voted to target 3-5 feet as a goal for lowering the lake level this fall.  Typically this happens 
late October.  We had issues last year with some losing well water in shallow wells when the level fell to 
3 ½ feet.  To alleviate this, the Canal Corp. closed the valves and the water/ice rose quickly causing 
damage to some docks and decks.  The goal of the board is to make the best decision for the majority of 
lake residents and the health of the lake.  Reasons for this action include weed control, waterfront 
management and repairs, and to provide room for spring runoff to fill the lake without sending too much 
at once downriver.  The board felt that 3-5 feet would provide a reasonable range to manage within given 
uncertain precipitation during the winter and spring months. 

LMA TREASURER 

Our treasurer is Bob Carroll.  If you neglected to pay your 2017 dues there is still time!!  Submit your $20 
membership fee to Bob at 3162 Lake Moraine Rd, Hamilton, N.Y. 13346.  PLEASE!!  If you can’t 
remember if you paid, submit $20 anyway and it will be applied to your 2018 dues!! 
 
SEPTIC SYSTEM UPGRADES 

There is now a $300.00 rebate from the Lake Moraine Association to any riparian landowner toward the 
cost of a newly installed burn/compost toilet.  Reduce the need for expensive holding tank pump outs!!  
There is a pre-existing condition and anyone interested should contact Kevin Walsh at 315-263-8850.  
The rebates for septic cleanouts are also still in effect. Let's take advantage of them. 

tel:(315)%20263-8850


LOOKING AHEAD: 

BOATING SAFETY 
 

New York Boating Education Requirements 
Anyone under the age of 10 years must be accompanied on board by a person 18 years or older who 
either possesses a valid Boating Safety Certificate or is not required to have a certificate. Anyone under 
the age of 14 years may not legally operate a personal watercraft (PWC) in New York. To legally operate 
a PWC, anyone 14 years of age or older must successfully complete an approved boater safety course or 
must be accompanied by a person 18 years or older who possesses a valid Boating Safety Certificate. 

Get Boating certified in 3 steps. 

1. Study and pass the $29.50 online course. 

2. Print your online course completion document. 

3. Get ready to go boating! 

https://www.boat-ed.com/newyork 
 
TIPS FOR A CLEANER LAKE 
(Submitted by Kevin Walsh) 
 

1) Be lake friendly by using proper lawn maintenance by preventing 
grass clippings, lawn chemicals, leaves and lawn debris from entering 
the lake. 

2) Clean up pet waste promptly. 
3) Stabilize soil on steep shorelines with retaining walls, gabions and 

natural buffers. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
(Submitted by Diane Fenton) 
 
Love them or hate them, Canada Geese are our neighbors here on the lake.  Goose facts: During the 
second year of their lives, Canada geese find a mate. They are monogamous, and most couples stay 
together all of their lives. If one dies, the other may find a new mate. The female lays from two to 
nine eggs with an average of five, and both parents protect the nest while the eggs incubate, but the 
female spends more time at the nest than the male. The incubation period, in which the female incubates 
while the male remains nearby, lasts for 24–28 days after laying. As the annual summer molt also takes 
place during the breeding season, the adults lose their flight feathers for 20–40 days, regaining flight 
about the same time as their goslings start to fly.  By the way, according to the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, the name is Canada Goose. Many of them are not even Canadian, having emigrated 
permanently south to the lower-48. 
 

https://www.boat-ed.com/newyork
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monogamous
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egg_(biology)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avian_incubation
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flight_feather
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Canada_Goose/lifehistory
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Canada_Goose/lifehistory


 


